
April 1 9 , 19 8 5 LB 518

am not objecting to the purposes, whatsoever, but I think it
would be desirable that t hi s b i l l be he l d a l o n g wi t h t he
other work the Education Committee is doing supposedly to be
p assed n ex t s e s s i on . You under s t a n d t hat w i l l h ave no
effect if it has cost containment features, a b i l l pas s ed
next session will have no effect on budgets u nti l ' 86 - 8 7 .
It will have no effect on, correction, unti l ' 8 7- 8 8 b e c ause
we are not going to change programs on schools reimbursement
after they already have spent the money. S o I wou l d u r ge
that you bracket the bill and leave w hatever e xpans i on , o r
contraction, or adjustment that is going to be made in the
whole area of special education be h andled i n a si ng l e
matter rather than expand the program at this t i m e k n owing
full well that at least a lot of people are of the opinion
that better guidelines need to be established for cost
containment. So I would urge you to vote to bracket the
bi l l .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y ou , S e n a to r War n e r . The Chair would like
t o an n o unce . . . make an announcement t hat should b e o f
interest to all of you. Y ou have p r o b abl y d i sc ov e r e d r o w
that the phone system i s not working o r it is working
erratically and the Clerk tells me that they are going to
have to undergo major repair to find out t he d i a g n o s i s a n d
repair of it so you are up to your own device a s to how t o
communicate with others now. And ignore the lights on your
desk, the phone lights. Next on the speaker's list is
Senator Vickers on the priority motion of Senator Warner.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President and m embers, I h av e m ix e d
emotions on Senator Warner's comments that h e jus t mad e
because I agree with much of what he said but I do not
b el ieve t h a t i t i s app r o p r i a t e t o hold up L B 518 b ecause o f
the concern of Senator Warner's and a lot of other people
about the escalating costs of special education. LB 518,
the policy espoused in 518 is a correct policy, it seems to
me, the policy being that if a school district is required
to provide residential care that the state because of the
very nature of the requirements of special educat io n o u gh t
to pick up the cost of that residential care. That i s t he
p ol ic y i n LB 518 . The q ue s t i o n of what should or what is
the proper way to put a cap on the growing cost of special
e ducat ion i s i n my mi n d a separate question, but I would
indicate to the body and to Senator Warner t hat b ecause o f
L B 714 wh ic h wa s a bi l l de s i gn e d to hold down the cost of
specia l e d u c a t ion , which was designed to put a cap on the
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